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Please answer the following in detail (at least 10-12 pages) and forward by e-mail to your 

MSc thesis Advisor(s)


This document provides a set of questions to act as a guide for completing the full MSc dissertation/thesis proposal. The format and structure may change depending on your chosen dissertation area and after consultation with your (potential) advisor. If you are to conduct a technical project (e.g. software implementation) then some aspects of this proposal may not be very emphasised. You are free to add any other information you wish and think is relevant. You may also submit this proposal with appendices of resources that you already identified and think that they are useful.

NOTE: It is important to fill in this form with as much information as you can, at present. It does not matter if some aspect is not fully written, analysed, etc. You have the right to change your title, structure of your final report, or whatever else that you find it needs further refinement while conducting the work for your MSc thesis. Except the meetings with your advisor, there are also going to be relevant sessions (seminars) for the presentation of your work in progress.

Remember: He/She who does not plan, plans to fail! (Aristotle)

Your Name and contact details:

Name and Surname: 

Student ID Number:

e-mail:

Tel.:

MSc Thesis Supervisors’/Advisors’ Names and Contact Details:

1st Supervisor

Name and Surname: 

e-mail:

Tel.:

2nd Supervisor (if any)

Name and Surname: 

e-mail:

Tel.:

Theme/Scientific Area/General subject of the Dissertation:

1. Title of the dissertation.

(Possible subtitle): 

2. Aims and objectives of the research/development project, defined for the problem to be solved. 

•
The intellectual problem(s) I may help solve through this research is (are):

Which are they?

What is their nature?

How have they been created?

Who/what is responsible for their creation?

How could they be solved according to your (and others') opinion?

•
The technical, political, social, educational, or practical problem(s) I may help alleviate through this research is (are):

Which are they?

What is their nature?

How have they been created?

Who/what is responsible for their creation?

How could they be solved, according to your and others' opinions?

3. Research questions to be studied
Research Question 1:

Research Question 2:

My research can be expressed in the following answers to research question(s):
•
Is/are the question(s) clear and researchable? 

Why yes?/Why no?

a) Will the answer to the research question(s) above extend knowledge in your field of study and why? 


What related research has been carried out? Explain in brief:


How your work differs and how is similar to the previous related research in that area?

(i) Differences

(ii) Similarities

b) Is/are the question(s) practical one(s) and will your contribution be evidenced by your mastery in a technical area?

Why are the questions practical?

How will your contribution be evidenced?

•
Have you located your question within a context of previous study that demonstrates that you have mastered and taken into consideration the relevant background literature? Write about this in detail.

Which is your research approach/method?

•
Is the proposed research method suitable for exploring your research question(s)? Why yes/no?

Which are your data/fact finding techniques?

Which are your analysis techniques/tools?

4. Full literature review (this will be smaller if you are conducting a technical implementation)
•
The classic, definitive, or most influential pieces of work in this area are:

•
The journals that specialise in the kind of research in which I propose to engage are:

•
The body(ies) of research to which I wish to add to is (are):

•
The experts in the field of my work subject area are:

Recent Conferences/Workshops that were held and included papers relevant to my research are: 

Editors, Conference theme and name, proceedings title, conference place, publishing house, days of the conference, year, pages where the paper is located.

Related websites with directly relevant information are:

Search for related projects websites, theme websites, journal and conferences' websites, paper authors' websites, experts' webpages, etc.

5. Research Method(ology) to be employed

•
The method I propose to use to answer my question, prove my point, or gain more detailed and substantive knowledge is:

What other research method(s) would fit better and why?

•
An alternative research method could not be:

•
Three important research studies that have been carried out using the method I propose are:

•
The reason(s) this method is a good one for my question, proposition, or subject is (are):

•     Possible weaknesses of this method are:

•
The skills I will need to use the research method are:

•
Of these skills I still need to acquire the following:

•
I propose to acquire these skills by the following approach(es):

The following is information of great importance:

6.
Project stages/work-plan and timetable indicating month of work, start and completion week and month, incorporating weekly research activities and research outcomes out of every activity (Provide as many details as possible)

Note: If you have already started your work and want to present more then feel free to attach with this form any other work of your own that you think it is relevant.

E-mail the completed form to Dr Eleni Berki (eleni.berki@cs.uta.fi)

Further Reading 

Many of the questions used in this proposal form are taken from Rudestram, K. E. and Newton, R. R. (1992). Surviving Your Dissertation: A Comprehensive Guide to Content and Process, Sage Publications. It is highly recommended for the structuring of your research process and your research thinking.
Other bibliography recommended 


Any book on research methods


Any material on project management tools


Anything else? (
Some Advice


Plan and stick to the plan.

Do not change the thesis subject!


Have regular meetings with the advisor


Always Write down what you think


Read and Criticize a lot what you read in a constructive way 


Exercise your writing language skills


Keep your time schedule - Exercise time management

