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Abstract

The lack of design information forms a significant barrier for engineers to maintain and
reuse a design model. This paper tackles the problem by presenting the conceptual
framework of design context and exemplifying its hypertext representation in a metaCASE
environment, MetaEdit+. It illustrates the traceability link types and the hypertext data
model to represent the contextual knowledge, which provides novel ways for designers to
express, record, explore, recognize, and negotiate their shared context, and further
improves the reuse in systems development process, especially at the analysis and design
stages.



